
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

Lay Ministry Class 
 

The Basic Lay Ministry class, a 
one-day class, will be offered at 
Wesley UMC on January 14 
and at Flame of Faith (West 
Fargo) February 11 from 9am-
4pm. The course discusses 1) 
Methodism, the United Meth-

odist Church and its principles, 2) ministry in its 
broadest sense and 3) Spiritual Gifts.  

Each participant will complete a Spiritual Gifts 
questionnaire to help them identify their gifts 
because when gifts match ministry and align 
with God's will powerful things can happen.  

Everyone is welcome, but the class is recom-
mended for persons in leadership positions 
within churches and for those who participate 
as United Methodists in ministry outside of 
church walls. The class is required for those 
who wish to become certified as a lay preacher 
or Certified Lay Minister.  For more information 
go to www.dakotasumc.org/laity/training/ or 
call Taya Swanson (Dakotas Conference Office) 
at 605-990-7796. Feel free to talk to Steve 
Schlasner as well for more details.  

 

http://www.dakotasumc.org/laity/training/
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  

The other night my family all went sledding together. 
It was a great time, to a point. I’ve reached that blessed 
age where my children can truly out pace me, and after 
a while I just can’t keep up anymore. Myles, all of five 
years old, could have stayed out there all night long, 
running up and down the dike. I was ready to go after 
about a half an hour. Of course he didn’t think this 
was such a good idea, and he kept begging me, “Come 
on, daddy,” and I kept caving in. How do you say 
“no” to your little guy? 

What is it about sledding with your parents or your 
friends that seems so much more fun than going by 

yourself? I can’t recall a single time I ever went out sledding by myself as a kid. I 
was always with my parents, or my brothers, or my friends. I can’t even imagine 
what it would be like to go down the hill alone. There’s something about 
screaming down a hill, snow flying about you, and the air rushing past your face 
that needs to be shared. The joy of the moment is magnified when you have 
others around to laugh with. For Myles, and my other children, “Come on, 
daddy,” is an invitation to share in their joy and their laughter. 

I believe the church is like this as well. What would it be like if Sunday after 
Sunday you went to worship and you were the only one there? What would the 
hymns sound like? What would the communal prayers be like? Could you have 
“communion” without the “community”? Sometimes I think it would be easier to 
worship if I were the only one I had to plan for, but what a dull service that 
would be! Worship is an experience that is meant to be shared. It is a place where 
we come together to praise and celebrate, as well as cry and share in our 
heartaches. It is a community event, not a solo endeavor. 

I believe this is one of the reasons Jesus proclaims in Matthew 18:20, “Where two 
or more are gathered in my name, I am there.” It’s not that God isn’t with us 
during our alone times—indeed, you may recall that it is often during times of 
aloneness that God appears in the Bible—but rather when people come together 
to worship, it is fun and exciting, joyous and celebratory. And that’s where Christ 
wants to be; in the midst of the celebration. This is why I lament when I see 
empty pews. It’s because the joy of worship is lessened when the worshipers are 
missing. 

I would like us as a church community to make a New Years resolution together. 
I want us to resolve to share the joy of Jesus Christ with those around us.  
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Perhaps someone at work doesn’t have a place to worship, or you have a new 
neighbor moving in next door. It could even be an old friend, perhaps a 
member of our church, who hasn’t come in years. Invite them to come. 
Invite them to join in the fun, and the celebration. Why? Because worship is 
all that more joyous when we share it with others. 

Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Howie 

____________________________________________________________ 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

Church Council and Finance Meetings 

October 17, 2016, 7 PM—Library; Approved December 19, 2016 

Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh (Council Chair), Berniece Holm, 
Judy Christy, Steve Schlasner, Ryan Zerr, Jessica Zerr, Dewey Sandwick, George 
Wogaman.  
Absent: Katie Stoley, John Galegher, Doug Williams 
Opening Prayer: Led by Pastor Howie 
Reciting the church purpose: To make new Disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
Devotion/Study: Fish or Cut Bait 
Group Discussion: Who’s in charge? Discussion of the importance of leadership and 
empowering others to use his/her gifts.  
Finance Meeting—Pastor Howie Reporting 
  I.  Stewardship campaign to begin. 
 II.  Bills are current. 
III.  Preliminary budget to be completed as requests and pledges are known. 
Council Meeting called to order by Penny Millspaugh 
 1. Review of previous minutes; motion to approve passed.  
II. Reports 

a. Trustees—Dewey Sandwick reporting 
  i.  Boiler (new system) required some adjustments; now   

   working properly.  
 ii.  Parsonage Repairs/Water Issues 

1. Window wells repaired and gutter work completed. 
2. Concrete work (driveway sloping) to be completed 

in the spring. 
3. Carpet to be replaced; obtaining estimate from 

Lowe’s 
4. Funding for repairs from the Parsonage Fund 

b. Staff Parish—Ryan Zerr reporting 
 i. Annual staff evaluations/interviews recently completed. 

Full discussion of these interviews to be reported at the next 
meeting.  
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 ii.  Pastor evaluation & compensation recommendation: 

   Ryan Zerr, Chair of SPRC brings a motion from com
   mittee to support a 6.5% increase (bringing base salary 
   for 2017 to $59,514). SPRC recommends the in   
   creased based on successful creation and launch of a 
   unique contemporary service, ongoing increased   
   workload with new service, and a standard cost of   
   living increase. of must be complete by October 24 for 
   Church Conference. Motion seconded by Dewey   
   Sandwick. Motion passed.  

 iii.  SPRC is exploring the creation of a professional min 
   isterial position and will report its conclusions/   
   findings at a later time. 

III.  Other Old Business— 
a. United Methodist Women—Berniece Holm reporting 

 i. Hosting Sweet Adelines 
 ii. Fall Festival, Nov. 12 

1. Homemade meal served; tickets available in ad-
vance and at the door. 

2. Mass mailing (1,000) completed for invitations 
 iii. Christmas Lunch, Dec. 3 

1. Speaker from Camp Good Morning 
2. Installation of new officers 
3. Exploring the possibility of “hiring” the youth as 

greeters as a fund raiser for their summer mission 
trip. 

 iv.  Christmas Cookie Sale, Dec. 11 after 9 AM service 
  v.  Special Mission Recognition during 9 AM service,  

    Dec. 11s 
 vi.  Discussing a possible retreat in January with a focus 

    on UMW outreach. 
 vii.  Judy Christy & Berniece Holm attended meeting in 

    Jamestown where Bishop Ough was the speaker.  
IV. New Business—  

a. MCCI Work 
 i.  Dedicated the lobby space. 
 ii.  Sunday Morning Prayer at 8:30 AM begins. 
 iii. New member class began with eight people attending. 
 iv. Penny Millspaugh working with MCCI coach on Door 

   to Core planning. 
 v.  Signage Team to begin work again; new chairperson  

   for that team to be named. 
 vi. Historical Hallway to be dedicated next. Work nearing 

   completion.  
 vii. Prescription 1 almost compete. 
 viii. Signature Ministry work to begin soon.   

b. Pastor Howie attended MCCI Pastor’s Meeting (Conference level)
—reported that it is helpful to connect with other pastors leading 
churches through the MCCI process. All pastors reported that 
struggle is a part of the overall productive process.  
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Youth Group.  The Youth have had 
a very busy fall, occupying them-
selves with lessons and service ori-
ented projects.  They concluded the 
year with a family Christmas potluck 
celebration, complete with games 
and an ugly Christmas sweater con-
test!  Avery Whiteside was the win-
ner of the contest.  Congratulations 
to Avery!!  Our next Youth meeting 
will be Sunday, January 8, at the 

normal time of 5:30 p.m.  We will have an updated calendar of 
events at that time.  Happy New Year to all and thank you to parents 
for supporting your Youth as they grow in their faith journeys and 
Christian fellowship.   
In Faith -- Kellie Burgess 

Children’s Music. The Children’s Sunday School music program was a 

hit!!  I was told by several congregational members that it was the best pro-
gram ever.  A big thank you goes out to all the children who participated – 
for learning their lines and the music for the songs.  Thank you, too, to all 
the adult choir members who were the “jury” and supplied the animation 
when required and to Jessica Zerr for being such an excellent and fair 
judge.  A final thank you to other adults who helped with sound, costumes, 
corralling the children or in other ways.  It was definitely a team effort and 
our hard work paid off.  Sunday School music will start back up on January 
8.  I will have dates later this month for you parents to mark on your calen-
dars for when the children will sing during services.  In the meantime, thank 
you for your support in bringing your children to Sunday School.   
I hope you and your families have a blessed New Year – Kellie Burgess 
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Storm Policy 

Cancellation Policy for inclement weather 

In the event of a storm occurring on a Sunday morning 

which may lead to cancellation of worship services, the 

following  

procedures will take effect: 

1. The Pastor will solicit reports of weather conditions 

from members around the cities; after hearing the rec-

ommendations of those contacted (and others who may 

call in), it will be the pastor’s decision regarding the  

cancellation of services.    

2. If the Sunday morning events are to be canceled, the 

decision will be made and broadcasted, if possible, by 

the following times: 

For the 9:00 service, no later than 7:30 a.m. 

For Sunday school, no later than 7:30 a.m. 

For the 11:15 service, no later than 9:00 a.m. 

3. Storm announcements will also be posted on the  

following radio and TV stations and their web sites 

where applicable  

 Radio Stations: Television Stations/ Web sites: 

 KNOX 1310 AM WDAZ TV Channel 8:  wdaz.com 

 K-LITE 104 FM KVLY Channel 4 & 11 

 KCNN 1590 AM Grand Forks Herald: gfherald.com 

There will also be updated information on the Wesley 

church web site at www.gfwesley.org and on the church 

answering  
machine at 772-1869; listen for the prompt for weather  

announcements. The pastor may also send an email  

regarding cancellations. 
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UMW Recognition.   Each year, Wesley UMC United Methodist Women 
recognizes people in our congregation that have gone above and beyond in 
their commitment and service to our church and community.  Sunday, 
December 11, Kellie Burgess and Anne Bryson were given a pin and 
certificate as Special Mission Recognition recipients.  Dawn Boyd was 
chosen as this year's Jewel of a Woman and was awarded a jeweled pin 
and a certificate.  We thank them for their service and congratulate 
them.    
 

 

UMW Cookie Sale.  Thank you to everyone who donated cookies for the 
Cookie Sale, and, of course, thank you to all of you who purchased 
cookies.  The proceeds of over $416 will go towards mission activities of 
the United Methodist Women. 

 

 

UMW Community Donations.  United Methodist Women’s Christmas 

donations of $200 each was given to the following local charities:  Home 

Delivered Meals, PATH, 3rd Street Clinic, Northlands Rescue Mission, CVIC, 

Salvation Army, and the Red River Valley Community Action as part of their 

2016 yearly mission giving.  A donation was also given to Altru’s Camp 

Good Mourning from donations given at the UMW Christmas brunch.   

 

 

Wesley UMW Retreat.  UMW members are invited to a 
retreat time on Saturday, January 21, 10 am to 1 pm.  We will 
be looking at plans for activities and events for 2017.  Your 
ideas and input are important!  Lunch will be 

provided.  Please let Berniece Holm (rus_730@msn.com) or Judy Christy 
(j.christy86@gmail.com) if you are planning to attend.  Even if you are not 
a UMW member, you are welcome to join us. 

mailto:rus_730@msn.com
mailto:j.christy86@gmail.com
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Thank you United Way of Grand Forks! 

Because of the hard work of the United Way and their spirit of  
generosity, Wesley United Methodist Church received a large donation of toys, 
including some sports equipment, this Christmas. With this donation, we will 
be able to plan for additional ministry and service opportunities with our Fun 

in the Son families and with Spirit Lake ministries throughout the coming 
year.  Watch for ways the you can be part of opportunities that grow from this 

generous donation as well.  

 

New Members Class 
 

Next Session of The Disciple's Path to begin in  
January.   
On January 8, we will offer the next session of "The 
Disciple's Path", a short term adult Sunday School 
program that explores what it means to be a Disciple 
in the United Methodist Church.  The class has one 

introductory meeting, and 6 weekly sessions.  Participants will receive 
a book and a journal.  There is some outside reading and prepara-
tion.  This program is perfect for anyone that is interested in the core 
beliefs of the United Methodist Church, whether you are new to the 
denomination or if you have been a member for life.   

To register, contact the church office or Penny Millspaugh at 218-521-
0507 or pjmillspaugh@gmail.com.  We will gather at 10:10 in the 
classroom on the top floor of the church.  If you would like to have 
nursery care during this class, please let Penny or the church office 
know.   

Usher and Greeter Training 
Sunday, January 8, 2017 
4:00 pm - Church Library 
 

Have you been an usher forever?  Is being a greeter something you have 
thought about, but you are not really sure what to do?  A short training will 
be held on Sunday, January 8 at 4:00 pm that will help everyone feel more 
comfortable serving on our Hospitality Team!  Learn all about this exciting 
ministry opportunity at Wesley!  Everyone is invited to join us in the Church 
Library to learn more about how we can reach our members, guests and 
visitors- and truly make new disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world!  Join the team and become part of our ministry! Ques-
tions?  Contact Penny at pjmillspaugh@gmail.com.   

mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com
mailto:pjmillspaugh@gmail.com
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

14 Kent & Kate Nygaard 
17 Rev. Howie & Megan 

Baird 
20 Chris & Andrea  

Snortland 

     
 
 

 

 

January 17, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 

Book:  Iron Lake 

Author: William Kent 

Krueer 

Hostess: Patsy Nies 

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

218.773.9465.  



 

 

11 

 

 

On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.   

Or simply scan the QR code 

below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 

 

 

  

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges             $14,372.06        $6,200.00  

January            $19,922.87        $23,572.45 

February         $18,656.71       $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78     $22,926.89 

April       $29,236.40    $20,286.17 

May      $25,286.44    $25,337.10 

June         $18,509.97    $19,613.89 

July         $17,172.89       $15,676.12 

August     $17,007.45       $18,537.89  

September   $18,653.20       $22,199.27 

October     $20,446.13       $22,949.51 

November    $27,332.43       $20,836.20 

December    $20,224.69   $27,703.24 

   Total         $268,158.01   $266,401.44 
          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

December 4 -  91 + 55 = 146 

December 11 - 127 + 34 = 161 

December 18 - 46 + 43 =   89 

December 24 - 85 + 139 = 224 

December 25 - 99 

 

 

 

 It’s okay to wear white well after 

Labor Day. 

 Simply hanging out in your front 

yard can be fun. 

 Accessories don’t have to be fancy 

or expensive. 

 We’re all made mostly of water. 

 You know you’ve “arrived” when a 

song is written about you. 

 So what if you’re a little bottom-

heavy? 

 Don’t get too much sun. 

 Sweating too much can be disas-

trous! 

Lessons from a snowman 

Door to Core 

Team Meeting 

Sunday, January 

8, 2017 

3:00 pm—

Church Library 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

 

For our Prayers --- 
Our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of  Lois 

Weisser, who passed away on December 18. 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:  

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At 

Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, Iris Root; At 

Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma 

Fruetel & Charlene Kotts. 

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat 

Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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